
Worship in September
9 a.m. in the Old Chapel

10 a.m.  Sunday School begins on 9/10 for all ages
11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

September 3 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Sermon: Bishop Hopeton Clennon

September 10 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Riddick Weber

September 17 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
   9 a.m. Festival of the Children Lovefeast
 11 a.m. Celebrating Senior Adults
 Sermon: Bishop Hopeton Clennon

September 24 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
 No Worship Service in the Chapel
 11 a.m. Installation Service for the Rev. Janel Rice
 Sermon: The Rev. Janel Rice

Welcome the Return of the Rev. Janel Rice

   Join us for a unified  
worship service on Sunday, 
September 24, at 11 a.m. 
in the church sanctuary. 
This will be the Installation 
Service for the Reverend 
Janel Rice with a recep-
tion following. We also 
extend a warm welcome to 
her husband, Dr. Christian 
Rice, Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy & the Humani-
ties and Associate Dean for 
Civic Learning at Ursinus 
College, and their daughter, Sophie, entering the seventh 
grade at Moravian Academy.

   The Rev. Janel Rice will serve as Pastor of Congrega-
tional Care and Community Outreach. Having previously 
served at Central for 10 years (2005-2015), she returns to 
our pastoral team, serving alongside the Rt. Rev. Hopeton 
Clennon, Senior Pastor.

   Sister Janel is a 2000 graduate of Ursinus College 
where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry 
with minors in Philosophy/Religion and Politics.  
Sister Janel earned a Master of Divinity from Harvard 
Divinity School in 2003, followed by a Certificate of 
Ministry from Moravian Theological Seminary in 2005.

   Sister Janel’s involvement in the church and commu-
nity includes her work with the Eastern District’s Church 
and Society Committee and the Lehigh Conferences of 
Churches Ecumenical Committee. She recently rotated 
off the Lehigh Conference of Churches Board of Direc-
tors having served as its President and also chair of the 
Executive Director Search Committee. In past years, 
Sister Janel was a member of the Moravian Episcopal  
Coordinating Committee and the Moravian King’s 
Daughters Home Board of Directors.

   In her own words, Sister Janel exclaims, “Joyfully 
Grateful. That is how I would describe where I am after 
announcing my acceptance of a call to serve at Central.  
I am grateful to God’s guidance through this process and 
in my life. I am grateful for the congregation of Calvary 
Moravian in Allentown, who have loved me and helped 
me grow as a leader these past eight years. I am grateful 
for Central’s leadership in working with me through this 
call and having confidence in the gifts I can bring. I am 
grateful to my family, especially my husband Christian, 
for his ever-wise counsel. With great joy, I look forward 
to joining you all on September 24th and ministering with 
you in the years to come. You all are doing so many  
incredible ministries, and I can’t wait to learn more 
about being a part of Central’s drive for sharing and  
living God’s love in our world.”

   Help us welcome Sister Janel on September 24 at 
11 a.m. with a worship installation service followed by 
a reception. The Rev. Melissa Johnson, President of the 
Eastern District Executive Board, will lead us in the 
installation liturgy.
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Capital Campaign Update
(Presented to the Congregation on August 13, 2023, by Mary Catherine Tachovsky)

“When is someone going to contact me or send me a pledge card?” This is the question I hear the most often. Let me 
address this question and give a brief update on the campaign and project.

   Currents, the title for our 2023 Capital Campaign, has been quietly underway. The title reflects several aspects of our 
project. The need to maintain comfort in our Sanctuary is met by a current state of the art technology using an electric 
current heat pump system, referred to as a Variable Refrigerant Flow, or VRF. A second improvement is to better air  
quality to current standards by bringing a flow of fresh air into this historic space. This is a significant need discovered 
during the pandemic. Fresh air currents needed. And the system responds to the current call to consider both climate 
and air quality for the future by reducing dependency on fossil fuels. In short, comfort today; care for tomorrow’s  
generations!

   The congregation is fortunate to have volunteers to lead the campaign which include Jennifer Ceneviva, currently  
a Trustee, who has skillfully led the Planning Committee from the infancy of this campaign coordinating with Lee  
Williamson, our adviser. Jennifer also serves on Central’s Investment and Stewardship Committees. Tom Tenges, capital 
campaign veteran, former Facilities Manager, and current Buildings & Grounds Committee member. Tom has devoted 
many years of volunteering his loving care of this building and our church campus. Team member three, Barry Pell, 
needs little introduction after his many years of service to Central Moravian Church including choir member, current 
member of the Board of Trustees, Buildings & Grounds Committee, and President of Church Council in recent years.  
I join these esteemed church members to round out a quartet of leadership for the Currents Campaign.

   Back to the first question, when is someone going to contact me for a pledge or donation? A congregational and 
community wide appeal will be launched on October 1, 2023. Our goal is to minimize administrative costs for the 
campaign, and therefore, print materials will be modest.

   Who is invited to participate?
• Anyone who breathes the air in the Sanctuary,
• Anyone who enjoys the comfort of a service in a warm building in the winter and a cool space in the summer,
• Any Friends of the Congregation,
• Or former members who continue to support our church community,
• Those interested in preserving historic buildings,
• And those who value keeping them in use for current ministry,
• Community partners who use the space for functions and celebrations,
• Anyone who values caring for creation.

   The list is incomplete, but a good start.

   The HVAC work on the project continues, a bid has been selected, setting a process in motion with a goal of work  
completion for Spring/Summer 2024. Donations will be invested in an interest-bearing savings account at Moravian  
Ministries Foundation. Our payment cycle begins with the signing of the contract in September 2023. The need for  
contributions remains urgent, but we offer the option for multiple year gifts. Every donation helps.

   Thank you to our Joint Board, Buildings & Grounds Committee, and all those who have already offered donations. 
The first donation came from a member living a distance away as soon as he heard about our project. If you are ready to 
participate today, we have pledge materials available at the church office. Please contact Martha Jones. If you would like 
to talk more about the project, contact me and I will be happy to arrange a meeting with a member of the leadership team. 
Otherwise, please look forward to the opportunity to pledge or give on or near October 1, 2023.

Respectfully,
Mary Catherine Tachovsky

a a
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Monthly Drive-By Drop-Off Donations

   Volunteers will be at the Christian Education build-
ing parking lot off of New Street (driveway adjacent to 
Kemerer Museum) on Sunday, September 3 from 
8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. to receive your donations of food for 
the Food Pantry, summer clothing for children, women, 
and men, linens, diapers (newborn through adults) for 
Cynthia’s Boutique, and plastics for the TREX challenge 
rain or shine. Food Pantry items appreciated include: 
flour, sugar, tea (if 100 bags, please purchase the in-
dividually wrapped to be shared by 5 or more clients) 
canned fruit, canned tuna, mac and cheese, pasta, boxed, 
canned, or powdered milk, toilet paper, soap, and any 
other items you wish to donate. 

New Members’ Seminar
   
   Attending the New Members’ Seminar is a helpful way to 
develop deeper understanding of the ministry and mission of 
Central Moravian Church. Attending the seminar may lead to 
church membership and will provide opportunities for greater 
involvement in worship, witness, growth, and service. 

   Join us on September 30 from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. in Nitschmann 
Hall, (lower level of the Christian Education building). There 
is ample free parking in the lot off New Street. Please inform 
the church office if you have an interest in attending.

Bread for the World Campaign 2023

   Every 5 years when the United States Farm Bill is renegoti-
ated and reauthorized, Bread for the World’s unique ability to 
educate and motivate legislators in Congress on both sides of 
the aisle takes on urgency. Authorization of the Farm Bill  
is a year-long process. The Farm Bill is perhaps the most 
significant piece of legislation for determining domestic and 
international hunger policy - including funding and policies 
for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program ( SNAP ).

   SNAP is our nation’s most important and effective anti-hunger 
program. It helps 1 out of 8 Americans put food on the table 
every single month. In 35 states, districts, and territories across 
the United States, the COVID-related increase in Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program ( SNAP ) benefits that Congress 
authorized have just expired. The loss of these benefits comes 
at the worst possible time. Persistent inflation and food short-
ages have caused food prices to skyrocket across the country. 
Food pantries- already struggling with the current demand - 
won’t be able to pickup the slack.

   This is the focus of our postcards in 2023. We urge all 
members of the congregation to participate in sending these 
postcards to their legislative representatives. They will be  
distributed on September 17, 2023, at both services. We also 
will be asking all clients at our food pantry to participate.

Celebrating Central Seniors

   The special service of recognition of our senior members 
will be on Sunday, September 17 at the 11 a.m. service. Please 
join us as we honor those members of our church family who 
are ages 92 and older in 2023.

   Dolores Egge, Richard Ettwein, Mary Ann Giles, Jane and 
Richard Hammond, Lorraine Lease, Rose Nehring, Laura 
Ridge, Althea Sell

Join Us for Sunday School

   Children’s Sunday School will resume Sunday, Sep-
tember 10 at 10 a.m. in the Christian Education building, 
lower level (40 W. Church Street, Bethlehem). YouTube 
lessons will also resume this same week. If you are 
interested in enrolling your child/children in our Sunday 
School program, please contact the church office for a 
registration form.

Toddler Time Begins September 10 

   Toddler Time is open to infants - Pre-K children and 
their parents. We gather once a month, on the second 
Sunday, at 10 a.m. in the C. E. building. We meet in the 
nursery room next to the Benigna Auditorium. Gatherings 
are comprised of informal playtime, songs, stories, and 
lots of time for our young people to interact and play with 
one another. If you have any questions, please contact 
Katie Royer at kroyer929@gmail.com.

Bethlehem Area Moravians Picnic
   
   Join us on Sunday, September 10, from 4 - 6 p.m. for 
the BAM picnic at East Hills Moravian Church 
(1830 Butztown Road, Bethlehem). This is a casual 
event with no formal program. There will be games
for all ages, music, delicious food, and a chance to
mingle with fellow Moravians. There is no cost and no 
need to bring anything except lawn chairs or blankets if you 
wish. Chairs and tables under tents will be available. On the 
day of the event, please park in the lower lot. Accessible 
parking is in the upper lot. The event will be held rain or 
shine! Sponsored by the BAM Ministries Committee.



The Belfry4

Synod Minutes

   The 2023 Synod of the Northern Province of the Moravian 
Church passed many resolutions submitted by the Church 
and Society Committee that support and advocate for action 
on social issues by the Provincial Elders’ Conference (PEC), 
its clergy, and members.
   Mental Health Awareness: The resolution urges members 
and congregations to take steps to address the current mental 
health crisis, loneliness, and isolation building, becoming 
knowledgeable about mental illness and helpful ways to 
respond; offering support and encouragement to those 
experiencing mental health concerns and crises and their 
families; and advocating for adequate and accessible mental 
health care.
   Legal System Reform: The resolutions ask congregations 
to engage in:
• Conversations with local law enforcement departments 

about their practices around cultural competency, mental 
health training and community policing;

• Advocacy efforts at local, community, and national 
levels for legal system reform and reinvestment 
into community-based programs as alternatives to 
incarceration.

   Racial Justice and Healing: The resolutions:
• Reaffirm the 2018 Synod resolutions on racism
• Support the creation of a provincial Director of Racial 

Justice and Healing to facilitate the further adoption of the 
2018 Synod resolution on racism along with the Moravian 
Church Northern Province (MCNP) Racial Justice Team

• Direct the PEC to provide for ongoing anti racism, advo-
cacy, organizing, and related trainings and experiences for 
clergy, lay pastors, and candidates for ordination;

• Direct the PEC and the MCNP Racial Justice Team to 
identify persons skilled in specialized justice work conflict 
and coaching a as resource for clergy and licensed lay 
pastors leading congregations in the work of racial justice 
and healing.

   Individuals Seeking Refuge & Asylum: The resolutions:
• Support humane treatment of any person coming across 

our borders regardless of legal status.
• Advocate for humane policies at our borders, including, 

but not limited to, welcoming unaccompanied children, 
refusing to separate families, rejecting changes to 
child labor laws that endanger the lives of children, 
and continuing to reunite all children who have been 
separated from family members at the borders.

• Support those who, acting out of their faith and witness, 
provide sanctuary and asylum to those fleeing from 
persecution in their home lands.

   Gun Violence: The resolutions affirm the call of The 
National Council of Churches of Christ USA and its 
member communions to:
• Use all of the resources available to put an end to 

widespread gun violence and mass shootings.
• To create safe spaces for victims and survivors of gun 

violence and mass shootings.
• To be attentive and offer a public witness and care to 

those who are susceptible to being perpetrators of gun 
violence and provide them with resources to help them 
choose a different path.

• To work with other religious and secular groups to 
find solutions to end gun violence and mass shootings.

   The resolutions further encourage members of the 
Northern Province to not only affirm the right of United 
States citizens to keep and bear arms, but also advocate 
for responsible fire-arm legislation at the national, state, 
and local levels of government.
   Antisemitism and Jewish-Christian Relations:
The resolutions, recognizing that language in scripture, 
liturgies, hymns and texts such as the Moravian Book of 
Worship and “readings for Holy Week may inadvertently 
be interpreted as anti-Semitic and maligning Jews:
• Ask for recommended changes or supplements 

to liturgical texts and worship materials by the 
PECs of both the Northern Province and the 
Southern Province that would lead to dismantling 
of antisemitism and anti-Jewish theology in 
proclamation and teaching.

• Ask for explanations by worship leaders of the 
background of scriptural texts that use the word 
“Jews” as they may be interpreted as anti-Semitic or 
contributing to anti-Jewish theology.

• Encourage congregations to build relationships with 
local Jewish organizations.

   Resolutions of the 2023 Synod included new and 
expanding efforts in the areas of congregational 
leadership and organization and relationships with 
partners and organizations outside the church.
   Youth Impact: In recognizing that youth are the future 
leaders of the church, the resolutions:
• Urge the creation by the PEC of a Provincial Youth 

Council composed of youth from each District, 
representatives at large, and adult mentors.

• Encourage the participation of youth in church 
ministries and on local church boards and 
committees.

• Direct the amendment of the Book of Order to 
extend the participation of youth delegates to synod 
to include voting rights.

— Bob Wascura
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Special September Offering Envelope

   (September 17) CROP Hunger Walks are community-
wide events sponsored by Church World Service (CWS) and 
organized by congregations or groups to raise funds to end 
hunger at home and around the world. Money raised ensures 
that people worldwide have access to nutritious, sustainable 
food sources. From combating droughts in Nicaragua, to 
providing agricultural training in Indonesia, to stocking 
shelves in hundreds of food pantries across the U.S., CROP 
Hunger Walks help end hunger by providing support to local 
food programs and the international anti-hunger work of 
Church World Service. Your contribution through the special 
envelope or your personal donation, is sent to CWS to 
support these year round programs. 

   If you wish to participate in this year’s CROP Hunger 
Walk on Sunday, October 8, contact: Helen Forasté at 
610-691-6035 or hforaste6@yahoo.com.

Stewardship One-Liner
   A Christian is a channel, not a reservoir; 

a conductor, not a receptacle.
— T. A. Kantonen

Envelopes for 2024
   In looking ahead to next year, please consider how you 
have been supporting Central Moravian Church. Some 
of you give on Sundays from the pew, some of you give 
through your financial institution, and some of you give 
through our electronic process on our website Donate 
page. If you would like to make a change to whether you 
receive and use envelopes from the church, please let 
Martha know. If you have envelopes, you might not want 
to have envelopes for 2024. If you don’t have envelopes, 
you might want to have envelopes for 2024. Please 
contact Martha Jones at the church office to discuss any 
change you would like to make.
   Please know that we are truly grateful for however your 
support to Central arrives to the office. Each envelope, 
check from a bank or electronic donation assists in the 
church’s mission and ministry. Thank you. 

— Martha Jones, Stewardship Coordinator

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
   Is someone in your family moving? Or downsizing? 
If you have furniture and household goods, still in good 
condition but no longer needed, consider donating items 
to Lehigh Valley Outreach Depot. The Depot is a non-
denominational local ministry, completely volunteer run 
with no paid staff. They do have a truck and will pick 
up large items. Call them at 610-351-1616 or check out 
lvoutreachdepot.org or contact the Lehigh Valley Habitat 
ReStore if you have building materials, furniture or appli-
ances to donate. You can shop at the ReStore, too. Great 
prices and you never know what you will find on sale. 
Proceeds go toward the Habitat for Humanity program, 
to be sure that ‘everyone has a decent place to live’. They 
pick up donated items, too. 610-776-7499
   Flip off the lights! Keep the lights on in the room you’re 
in, but keep the rest of the house dark. Saves energy, 
keeps the house cooler, and may be a soothing influence.
   Leave your car at home one day/week; investigate alter-
native modes of transportation. LANTA, as of June, 2023, 
is offering buses every 15 minutes on major corridors 
through Allentown and Bethlehem. Check it out: https://
www.lehighvalleylive.com/traffic/2023/06/a-bus-every-
15-minutes-it-starts-monday-lanta-says.html
   Fill your home with houseplants and purify the air!
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Musical Notes 
Rebecca Lepore, Minister of Music
becky@centralmoravianchurch.org

QR Code for the 
Central Moravian 

Church Music Webpage

   The Johnston Memorial 
Festival Concert will be held 
on Sunday afternoon, October 8th at 4 p.m.
Featuring the Central Moravian Church Choir, 
Mainstreet Brass, and Festival Orchestra 
conducted by Maestro Donald Spieth, the 
concert will be a Festival of Psalms and include 
pieces that have been inspired by Psalms such as 
Mozart’s Vesperae Solennes de Confessore that 
features the beautiful Laudate Dominum, Parry’s 
I Was Glad, and Mack Willberg’s arrangements 
of “All Creatures of Our God and King” and 
“Amazing Grace”. No tickets are needed for this 
free concert. All are welcome!

   The Chapel Choir and the Church Choir – 
The Chapel Choir, under the direction of 
Richard Miller, rehearses several times per 
month on Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. in the 
Old Chapel, and the Church Choir rehearses 
every Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary balcony. Please contact Richard 
Miller or Becky Lepore if you are interested in 
singing.

   Central Brass Ensemble – If you are 
interested in playing with the Central Brass 
Ensemble, please contact Caitlin Heckman 
at caitlin.g.heckman@gmail.com for further 
information.

   Mark your calendar: A Contemplative 
Service in Remembrance for All Saints Day – 
On Wednesday evening, November 1st at 
7 p.m., we will gather in the Old Chapel for a 
contemplative service of remembrance for All 
Saints Day.

   Music Committee Meetings: Tuesday, 
October 3rd at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom and
Monday, December 4th at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom

a church mouse tale

hello
and joyful greetings
and the church flowers at central are given to parishioners after the 
   service
and this kindness brings joy into their lives
and one sunday morning the woman who distributes the flowers 
   found one white carnation left over
and its long stem was broken in half
and she took the injured carnation
and tied a red ribbon around its stem
and gave it to an older gentleman in the front pew
and he felt the joy of this kindness
and on his way out of the church he had a notion
and he saw the senior pastor
and gave it to him joyfully
and the pastor appreciated the kind gesture
and place it in a jar on the office administrators desk
and on monday morning she appreciated the kindness
and yet offered it back to the pastor
and suggested he give it to a patient at the hospital
and he went to make hospital visits
and he gifted it to the sick parishioner he was visiting
and she was thankful for the kind thought
and placed it in a glass of water
and a few days later she thought how kind her nurse was
and gave the short-stemmed carnation to her
and the nurse was filled with joy
and the next day she gave it to the orderly who helped her so much
and the orderly was honored by this kindness
and yet he knew a doctor who was feeling stressed
and gave the flower to him later in the week and it cheered him up
and as the doctor was leaving for the day he wanted to share the joy
and passed the flower to centrals parish pastor coming in
and she felt this warmth of this kindness
and nurtured the flower at home
and on sunday morning she brought it to church
and placed it on the communion table
and spoke of how much this gifted flower meant to her
and the central congregation was joyful
and the sacristans found the flower while cleaning up after church
and gave it to the woman who distributes the flowers
and she immediately recognized the nearly wilted carnation
and its red ribbon still tied to its short stem
and she was filled with joy
and the moral of this tale is – kindness shared
will find its way back to you
and jesus shares kind words of joy with you
and so do i
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The Belfry Deadline
Articles for the October Belfry are due by 
September 8.

September Birthdays
6 Kenny Rampolla
7 Mark VanHorn
7 David Charrier
7 Matthew Wehr
7 Evan Larimer
8 Eileen Wescoe
8 Floyd Charles Jr
8 Stephanie Bissey
9 Margaret Gigon
9 Paul Haas
9 Nathaniel Jones
10 Dennis Jolliffe
11 Deborah Mehler
11 Ann Raines
11 Kylyn Warmkessel
12 Cory Bond
13 Janette Zuk

1 Bob Beck
1 Gen Marcon
2 Richard Crosland
2 Gillian Moses
2 Riley Chiles
3 Samuel Morneweck
3 Gretchen Laubach
3 Claire Heckman
4 Miriam Sorensen
4 Robert Brandt
4 David Thompson
4 Scott McKay
5 Thomas Christensen
6 Deborah Lindsay
6 Laura Chiles
6 Derrick Clark
6 Max Heckman

13 Susan Jackman
13 Elizabeth McKay
13 Colin Worrich
13 Emily Trexler
13 Amelia Marcon
13 James Santanasto
14 Bridget Corcoran
15 Jane Hospador
15 James Reifinger
15 Pat Metcalf
15 Diana Worley
16 James Frank
16 Micah Sadigh
16 Susan Noack
17 Elaine Treible
17 Paul Peucker
17 Yoon Jin Kim

17 Angela Reichert
17 Lakota McCarty
18 Nancy Foster
18 Eleanor Chase
18 Ralph Shields III
18 Lilah Toedter
19 Wyatt Whymark
20 Kathy Feather
20 Richard Miller II
21 Madeline Brown
21 James Gaal
21 Gillian Raines
22 Jane Hammond
22 Anthony Thompson
22 Kathy Long
23 Biz Wehr
24 Roy Boehm

Church Journal
In Memoriam

July 14 - Jeanette Long
July 16 - Dorothy Mueller

Central Moravian Church
73 West Church Street
Bethlehem PA 18018-5821

The Belfry
September 2023

24 Bryon Grigsby
24 John Kintzer
24 Victoria Spruiell
24 Richard Weddigen
25 Willard Martin
25 Carol Milot
27 Mary Brown
28 Donald Spieth
28 Richard Smith
28 Richard Pearce II
28 Helen Meckstroth
28 Theo Sattler
30 Maria Prochnau
30 Ellen Wyckoff
30 Richard Foster
30 Claire Phillips

July 19 - Dorothy Taylor
July 26 - Jean Jackson


