
Moravian Young Adult Convo
“Brazen and Blazin’ …Being Bohemian in 2023”

   Five members of Central Moravian Church participated 
in Convo 2023. Sister Faith Fiegel submitted the follow-
ing report.
   Our Convo 2023 trip throughout the 
Czech Republic and Germany was an 
opportunity to explore our Moravian 
heritage and beginnings, as well as 
discover the parallels between what 
the church was and what the church 
is. Over 50 young adults, including 
myself, had the gift of walking in the 
footsteps of those who came before 
us and we were able to discuss how 
we are moving forward to be the 
change we wish to see.
   My personal experience on this trip was full of making 
friends, laughter, learning day after day about our Mora-
vian history with its impact on the world, and participat-
ing in active discussions about what the church means to 
us now and how we want to impact generations to come 
within our community.

   Specifically in the Czech Republic, we had the opportunity 
to explore Prague, and then we went to the outskirts, includ-
ing Usti Kunvald and Nova Packa. While in Prague, we got 
to learn about John Hus, many who followed in his footsteps, 
and just how brave they were to create their own path, even 
though the world around them discouraged it. The country-
side provided a window for us to see how the mission work 
is happening now between schools that are being built and 
businesses getting off the ground. We also saw firsthand how 
the church provides support for all communities, including ref-
ugees from Ukraine. A personal favorite memory of mine was 
celebrating holy communion under the Linden tree, as Bishop 
Sam Gray led us in a sermon I will never forget.
   We made our way to Herrnhut, Germany, and I was amazed 
to see the parallels between Herrnhut and Bethlehem. It was a 
beautiful place for solitude and reflection.
   We were gifted with opportunities, including an improv 
youth theater night where we traced the steps of the leaders 
we had learned about, sang hymns in German on a beauti-
ful sun-filled Sunday morning, toured Gods Acre, and Count 
Zinzendorf’s Manor.
   We shared holy communion every day together. We shared 
our vulnerabilities, our perceived uncertainties, and our hopes 
and dreams.

   For me, I gained an unprece- 
dented amount of education and 
clarity which is only going to 
enhance my walk of faith with our 
Moravian community. I also made 
friends for life from Jamaica, 
North Carolina, and Canada.
   It is immensely difficult to find 
words to express my gratitude to 
Central and our community for 
making it possible for me to have 
this life-changing experience. 
My heart and spirit are forever 

changed and grateful. Thank you to everyone who supported 
and facilitated this exploration. Our church on an international 
scale is filled with motivated spirits who want to contribute 
to something bigger than ourselves. And the good news is, 
thanks to this adventure, we have already begun. Thank you 
for allowing me to share in this experience.

— Faith Fiegel

August 2023

Worship in August
10 a.m. in the Sanctuary

August 6 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Sermon: The Rev. Maggie Wellert
August 13 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
 Holy Communion/Lovefeast on the Green
 Sermon: Bishop Hopeton Clennon
August 20 - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
 Hymn Sing
August 27 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Sermon: Bishop Hopeton Clennon
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Monthly Drive-By Drop-Off Donations

   Volunteers will be at the Christian Education building  
parking lot off of New Street (driveway adjacent to Kemerer  
Museum) on Sunday, August 6 from 8:30 a.m. -  noon to 
receive your donations of food for the Food Pantry, summer 
clothing for children, women, and men, linens, diapers  
(newborn through adults) for Cynthia’s Boutique, and  
plastics for the TREX challenge rain or shine.

   Food Pantry items appreciated include: 5 lb. bags or smaller 
of flour and sugar, ground coffee, tea, spaghetti sauce, pork 
and beans toilet paper, soap bars, and any other items you 
wish to donate. Thank you for your continued support! Special 
thank you for the wonderful donation on Sunday, July 2. We 
weighed in 1,660.5 lbs of generous donations. The shelves 
were almost bare and now they are filled again.

Central Musikfest Concerts 
   
   The Musikfest Vesper Concert Series at Central begins 
on Monday, August 7 and runs through Friday, August 11 
at 7:30 p.m. each evening in the Sanctuary. To view the full 
schedule of events, please visit website below: 
https://www.musikfest.org/lineup/venues/vesper-concert-series/

New Members’ Seminar
   
   Attending the New Members’ Seminar is a helpful way to 
develop deeper understanding of the ministry and mission of 
Central Moravian Church. Attending the seminar may lead to 
church membership and will provide opportunities for greater 
involvement in worship, witness, growth, and service. 

   Join us on September 30 from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. in Nitschmann 
Hall, (lower level of the Christian Education building). There 
is ample free parking in the lot off  New Street. Please inform 
the church office if you have an interest in attending.

Cynthia’s Boutique

   Thank you to all who so generously support the boutique 
with donations of clothing, household goods, and personal 
hygiene items. Your gifts enable us to help many.

   Please keep in mind that many of our families have children 
who will be heading back to school this month. We would 
love to be able to have a supply of clothing and backpacks for 
them. Please direct any inquiries to Charlotte McGorry.

Join Us for Candle-Making

   Beeswax Candle-
Making for our 2023 
Christmas season  
activities will com-
mence this fall on 
Tuesday, September 5 
and repeat on Tuesday 
the 12th, Tuesday the 
19th, and possibly  
Tuesday the 26th.  
Production begins at 
9:00 a.m. and ends about noon, with a coffee and donut 
break around 10:30. We meet in the basement of the 
Central Moravian Church main office at 73 W. Church 
Street. Parking is available in the parking lot at the rear 
of the building.

   We welcome all old hands and encourage newcom-
ers to this fun and enlightening activity. Training for the 
uninitiated will be provided as even we “Old Timers” 
require some re-training in this annual mass-production 
of hand-made candles.

   An overview of the process may help in deciding to 
participate. In the wick preparation room, wooden wick 
bars are cleaned and fitted with measured strings of 
wick. These are then taken next door, to the “hot shop”, 
where molds (12 candles to a mold) are strung, and wax 
is poured. These cool rather quickly, allowing the  
candles to be removed and hung to dry. The used 
wooden wick bars are then returned to the wick prepara-
tion room and the process repeats. There are many and 
varied jobs to choose from. We will pour between 2,500 
and 3,500 candles each Tuesday.

   Please email harry.tachovsky@gmail.com or text to 
484-547-1596 noting the Tuesday’s you plan to partici-
pate and also whether you’d like to work in the hot shop 
(wax pouring area) or the wick preparation room. If you 
intend to work in the hot shop, long pants, a long-
sleeved shirt and closed shoes are required. Please also 
provide your phone number and email address in case 
changes to our schedule need to be made.

   We look forward to the sounds, smells, friendships, 
coffee and doughnuts, that are all part of our annual 
candle-making. We hope that you will consider being a 
part of it.

— Harry Tachovsky, Bobb Carson, 
Nate Bissey, Tim Brady, Linda Thudium
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   Every four years, delegates from each of our Northern 
Province churches and agencies come together for synod, 
the legislative meeting at which we elect the members of 
our Provincial Elders Conference, elect Bishops, and pass 
legislation that sets goals for the province. This NP Synod 
was supposed to be held last year, but due to COVID, 
the Synod was held from Thursday, June 22 until Sunday 
evening, June 25, 2023, on the campus of Moravian 
University. The next Northern Provincial Synod will be held 
in 2026, and the Western, Canadian, and Eastern districts that 
comprise the Northern Province will hold their respective 
district synods in 2024. 

   The theme of this Provincial Synod was “For the Healing 
of the World”. Meaningful daily worship experiences were 
themed within the movements of Holy Communion: Gather, 
Remember, Partake, Go.

   Highlights of this 2023 Synod of the Northern Province of 
the Moravian Church in America included: 

• The Rev. David E. Bennett was elected to serve as 
President of the Provincial Elders’ Conference for the 
next intersynodal period (2023-2026). Deep gratitude 
was expressed to Rev. Betsy Miller for her 13 years of 
outstanding service as President of the PEC. 

• The Rev. Dr. Amy Gohdes-Luhman and the Rev. Dr. 
Michael Johnson were elected to serve as Bishops of the 
Worldwide Moravian Unity. 

• A full communion relationship between the Moravian 
Church Northern Province, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada, and the Anglican Church of Canada 
was unanimously approved by all three denominations.

• Ecumenical partners from The United Church of Los 
Alamos, Churches for Middle East Peace, the United 
Methodist Church, the Episcopal Church, and the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America were celebrated. 

• Each of the Synod delegates (there were over 200 del-
egates) was assigned to serve on one of the 13 different 
committees that diligently worked to prepare proposals 
for the Synod floor. 

• Resolutions passed included such topics as: 
• Support of church planting and emerging ministries 

such as the local Essentials Café located at 418 Third 
Avenue in Bethlehem 

2023 Synod of the Northern Province of the Moravian Church in America 
• Congregational and lay leadership was affirmed 

and encouraged as continued church-wide  
efforts seek creative solutions for congregational 
leadership amidst our denomination’s shortage of 
ordained clergy 

• Christians against Christian Nationalism 
• Combatting white supremacy 
• Call for LGBTQIA+ justice and healing 
• Call for Mental Health awareness and response 

to the crisis 
• Call for faithful action to end gun violence 
• Support for families seeking refuge and asylum 

in the United States 
• Anti-semitism and Jewish relations 
• Mass Incarceration and Legal System reform 
• Call for reconciliation and healing with 

indigenous peoples 
• Commitment to the Work of Racial Justice and 

Healing 
• Book of Order Changes 
• Ratio of Lay to Clergy Delegates 
• Spiritual Companioning 
• Giving Voice and Vote to Youth Delegates 
• Celebrating the Holy Spirit as Mother 
• Support for the Care and Healing of God’s 

Creation  

   It’s nearly impossible to summarize four days of 
learning, listening, discussing, discerning, praying, 
voting, and worshipping a God that loves us 
extravagantly, and requires us “to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 
(Micah 6:8)  However, the Moravian Church Northern 
Province provides a portal on their website where one 
can find documents from this and previous District and 
Provincial Synods. The website is: portal.mcnp.org.  
Click on “Public Documents” in the left column. 

   Representing our church as a delegate was a humbling 
and joy-filled experience. We will be sharing more 
details about and personal perspectives in upcoming 
church communications. 

In God’s service, 

 — Karen Brady, Brenda Hoelman, 
Becky Lepore, Bob Wascura 



The Belfry4

Special August Offering Envelope

   International Student Care (August 20): The International 
Student Care Committee (ISCC) partners with Moravian University 
to provide undergraduate education to deserving students of 
Moravian faith from other parts of the world. While Moravian 
University provides tuition, room and board, and fees, the ISCC 
provides the other student needs: transportation to / from the home 
country, books, healthcare, dental care, spending money, a clothing 
budget, phone and phone plan, and many other miscellaneous 
expenses required in university life. Our students are fondly known 
as Barnette Scholars thanks to the generosity of Hank and Joanne 
Barnette, who endowed a fund in support of this ministry. Join 
us on August 13 for worship when our current scholar, Dalley 
Silwamba, a student from Zambia, will speak to our congregation 
about his experience so far. You’ll enjoy getting to know him. 
Please consider a gift to this very special cause.

Thanks to Our Summer Collections Assistant

   During June and July, we 
were pleased to have the 
help of Greta Reifinger to 
accomplish some important 
tasks for the History Com-
mittee by adding to the list 
of items in the “Central 
Collection.” Some of her 
work included accession-
ing a number of prints of 
Central artist Fred Bees’ 
watercolor paintings, which 
were donated recently by 
Central members, and then 
evaluating how and where 
the prints could be displayed. She reviewed and catalogued  
hundreds of photos of Central people and church activities over 
the period spanning from 1984 through 2012. Her visit to the  
Moravian  Archives and an interview with Assistant Archivist,  
Tom McCullough, helped us grow in our understanding of how best 
to care for the photo collection.

   Greta graduated this year from the Lehigh Valley Charter Arts 
School in the Visual Arts division and will be attending Moravian 
University in the fall. Her main interest is in painting, for which she 
won a Pennsylvania State Scholastic Art and Writing Award. She 
also enjoys pen and ink sketching, fashion design, embroidery,  
sewing, miniature sculpture and room design. Greta is the grand-
daughter of former pastor Carol Reifinger.

— History Committee

The Debt Jubilee Project 

   The Debt Jubilee Project: For the Healing of 
the World is a collaborative effort of the Board of 
World Mission, the Commission on Congregation-
al Development, the Moravian Ministries Founda-
tion in America, and the Interprovincial Board of 
Communication. 

   Based on our biblical call to care for the sick and 
our belief that healthcare is a fundamental human 
right, this project offers hope through the forgive-
ness of medical debt. Because our call is to our 
siblings in Christ throughout the world, this project 
will forgive medical debt in the United States as 
well as at the Moravian medical ministry of the 
Clínica Evangélica Morava in Ahuas, Honduras.

   The recent 2023 Synod of the Northern Province 
passed a resolution to join the recent work  
of Moravian congregations such as Trinity in 
Winston-Salem, which raised about $15,000  
earlier this year to forgive over $3,000,000 in 
medical debt. The Debt Jubilee Project: For the 
Healing of the World provides more Moravians the 
opportunity to join this life-changing initiative. 

   The Synod’s goal is to raise $50,000 in 50 days 
with the project concluding on August 13. 75% 
of gifts supports the elimination of medical debt 
in the U.S. through a partnership with RIP Medi-
cal Debt, an organization that purchases medical 
debt for pennies on the dollar and erases that debt, 
which would otherwise have been sold to for-profit 
debt collectors. 25% of gifts buys debt owed by 
patients of the Clínica Evangélica Morava which 
has been serving the remote area of La Mosquitia 
in Honduras for over 75 years. We hope you will 
consider participating in this worthy ministry.

   For more information, please visit:
https://www.moravian.org/2023/06/debt-jubilee-
project-for-the-healing-of-the-world/

Stewardship One-Liner
   Our financial resources should serve 

the causes of Christ.
— Unknown
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Sacred Ground Preview Session August 7
Here’s What Recent Participants Learned

   Concerned about race relations? Want to learn more?  
Join the Sacred Ground study group to be held online via 
Zoom beginning August 28th. Sessions are on Mondays either 
1:30-2:30 p.m. or 7 – 8:30 p.m. The first phase will end  
November 20 and then the final sessions are January 8 to 
February 12, 2024. To register for Sacred Ground, contact the 
Rev. Maria Tjeltveit at sacredground.beth@gmail.com.

   You can get a better understanding of how Sacred 
Ground works by attending a preview session on Zoom 
August 7 at either 1:30-2:30 in the afternoon or 7-8 p.m. that 
night.

   I have studied, written, and taught about racial justice in the 
U.S. for several decades. I find Sacred Ground to be especially 
compelling because of the videos as well as the readings and 
because of the insights each of the participants offer during 
our dialogue circles.

   The Rev. Sue Koenig explains in more detail. “Sacred 
Ground is holy ground where people discern together what 
God’s love and the doing of justice requires of us. It is an 
excellent series with a broad curriculum on issues of race and 
racism, and I highly recommend it. It is both difficult and  
rewarding, demanding and transformative. Wherever you are 
on the labyrinth towards racial justice and healing, whether 
you are just beginning the journey, or have traveled a distance, 
you will learn much from being part of Sacred Ground.”

   For example, Steven Krawiec, one of the participants in 
the last session shared some of what he learned. “The piece 
of information that was absolutely new to me was THE 
DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY (and related declarations)” 
he noted. “I had long wondered by what authority European 
explorers could claim lands on which they embarked to be the 
possession of the sponsors of their voyages… Sacred Ground 
revealed this perspective that became pervasive during the 
ages of exploration.”

   Sue Koenig concurs. “I have been profoundly touched and 
transformed by the relationships I formed with those in my 
dialogue circles and with other leaders in Sacred Ground.” 
Besides encountering “the horrific injustices against people of 
color in our nation’s history and… how those injustices con-
tinue today as powers and principalities that maintain racial  
inequities” she points out that “We also heard hopeful  
stories of those who are working for God’s justice and  

bringing change. I learned how much I have to learn, 
and I was humbled by the courage and commitment of 
each person who brought their experiences, perspectives, 
pain, and longings, and their gifts, to courageously walk 
the Sacred Ground labyrinth toward racial justice and 
healing.”

— Cheryl Boots

WHAT: A one time Moravian Group Spiritual  
Companioning 2 hour experience. Join this offering as 
an opportunity to DEEPEN your awareness of what 
Moravian Group Spiritual Companioning involves. This 
gathering offers participants a ‘lived experience’ of a 
Group Spiritual Companioning group, while deepening 
their understanding of the commitments and graces of 
Group Spiritual Companioning groups.

DATE/TIME: Friday, August 18:1-3 p.m. ET on Zoom

COST: Training is free, paid for by the Northern  
Province of the Moravian Church.

TRAINING ON ZOOM:
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83550983612?pwd=TmhhO
VB1Mzdtb3JCWjR3dGhmM3kxQT09
 Meeting ID: 835 5098 3612. Passcode: Moravian

TRAINER: Marcella Kraybill-Greggo, Spiritual  
Director, appointed by the Moravian Northern Province 
to support Group Spiritual Companioning.

RSVP: to marcellak2@aol.com
“The purpose of Group Spiritual Direction is to provide 
a place where individuals can experience what it means 
to be listened to and loved by others, so that they can 
learn to listen more attentively to God in their daily 
lives, and be used by God to spread God’s grace
and love throughout the world.” 

—  Alice Fryling from Seeking God Together.

Moravian Group Spiritual Companioning 
Taste & See Experience
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Musical Notes 
Rebecca Lepore, Minister of Music
becky@centralmoravianchurch.org

QR Code for the 
Central Moravian 

Church Music Webpage

   Summer Music: All are welcome to sing!
Sunday, August 13 – Summer Choir–Rehearse at 9 a.m.
Sunday, August 27 – Soprano/Alto Choir–Rehearse at 9 a.m.

   A Hymn Sing will be held on Sunday morning, August 20
at the 10 a.m. worship service. Hymn stories will be shared, 
hymns will be sung, and there will be opportunity to call 
out your favorite hymn number and stanza so we can sing it 
together!

   The Mainstreet Brass will perform an outdoor concert on 
the church green on Sunday afternoon, August 20th at 2 p.m. 
Bring your lawn chairs, find a spot in the shade, and enjoy an 
hour of fun brass music. (In case of rain, the concert will be 
moved into the sanctuary.)

   The Johnston Memorial Festival Concert will be held 
on Sunday afternoon, October 8th at 4 p.m. The August 
rehearsal schedule is as follows:

Sunday, August 3: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – SATB
Tuesday, August 22: 11 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. – Tenors & Basses

 1:15 – 3:00 p.m. – Soprano & Altos
Sunday, August 24: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – SATB
Tuesday, August 29: 11:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. – SATB

   Music Committee Meeting: Tuesday, August 1st at 6 p.m. 
via Zoom.

a church mouse musing
hello
and summer greetings
and here are a few thoughts for your contemplation
and dont waste much time on these i am sure the 
   professionals have all the answers
and can you cry underwater
and what disease did cured ham actually have
and if corn oil is made from corn
and vegetable oil from vegetables what is baby oil made 
   from
and how did the person who made the first clock know 
   what time it was
and can a hearse carrying a deceased drive in the carpool 
   lane
and if a deaf person goes to court is it still called a 
   hearing
and if electricity comes from electrons does morality 
   come from morons
and once you are in heaven are you stuck with the same 
   clothes you were buried in
and stop eating natural foods most people die from 
   natural causes
and you should spend more time remembering jesus 
   loves you
and so do i

Green Weekly Texts for August
• Use paper towels made from bamboo, instead of 

regular paper towels. While they cost a bit more, 
they can be washed and reused many times.

• Take showers instead of baths. A shower of 7 minutes 
or less under a 2-gallon/minute low-flow showerhead 
is more water and energy efficient than taking a bath 
in a tubful of water.

• Save old toothbrushes for scrubbing dirt and stains 
out of hard-to-reach places.

• Do not place furniture on top of heating and cooling 
vents. This can block or restrict air flow, making 
your heating and air conditioning systems work 
harder.

• Check out this website for lots more ideas on energy 
savings around the house:
https://www.papowerswitch.com/ways-to-save-
energy/?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_
term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.papowerswitch.com%2fways-to-
save-energy%2f&utm_campaign=Events+in+the+145th+

Heckewelder Place During Musikfest
   
   Heckewelder Place will remain one-way south during 
Musikfest. All vehicles must turn left on Church Street 
during festival hours because no traffic will be allowed onto 
Main Street. The Main Street ramp of Highway 378 North 
will be closed for the duration of the festival. 

   In the past, the City erected a “No Right Turn” sign at the 
end of Heckewelder Place at Church St, so that motorists 
were directed to turn left to head east towards New Street.
There will be parking on both sides of Church Street for 
Sunday worship on August 6 and 13 until noon.
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The Belfry Deadline
Articles for the September Belfry are due 
by August 7.

August Birthdays
8 Jan Cole
8 Elizabeth Johnson
8 Timothy Gebhart
8 Erin Kintzer
8 Samuel Gold
9 Cheryl Tubio
9 Christine Rosko
9 Rosalind Shields
9 Courtney Weikert
9 Mark Bennett
9 John Zuk
10 Ellen Hospador
10 Harvey McKelvey
11 Dylan Trexler
12 Edwin Yeakel
12 Kylie Lewis

1 Jonathan Miller
1 Ryan Deschler
2 Adrienne Seymour
2 Larry Wright
2 Sarah Beth Tubio Earl
2 Julie Bechtold
2 Emily Wascura
2 Zachery Adams
5 Vince Sabo
5 Nathan Terwilliger
5 Alex Knapp
6 Susan Skelly
6 Gwyn Michel
6 Yun Cheol Shin
6 Kristie Korab
8 Judy Thomas

13 Judith Hosking
13 Thomas Dexter-Rice
14 Ruth Keblish
14 Ralph Shields
14 Stewart Early
14 John Mehler
14 Tali Kreichelt
15 Stephan Fishler
16 Priscilla Schueck
16 JoEllen LaPrade
16 Kathleen Weddigen
16 Hugh Brolly
17 Shelia Clennon
18 Hunter DeGruccio
18 Casey Frank
19 Susan Toohey

19 Ruth Clewell
19 Krish Kreichelt
20 Joseph Strakey Jr
20 Frank Crouch
21 Elena Ostock
22 Nicholas Baxevane
22 Benjamin Kane
23 Louise Christensen
23 Michael Kraynak
23 Michael Fishler
23 Caden Bach
24 Jean Snyder
24 Aliceann Trostle
25 Sandra Frable
25 Peg Church
25 Barry Ten Eyck

Church Journal
In Memoriam

July 1 - Johanna Bees 

25 Kathryn Domen
25 Megan Behr
26 Heather Kim
26 Susanna O’Connor
26 Brianna Sostarecz
27 Robin Kani
27 Janice Yorks
27 Isla Macaulay
28 Chris Kuhn
28 Steve Jamison
28 Jesse Long
30 Jan Heller
30 Michella Cardoso
31 Barbara Heske
31 Peter Raines

Senior Office Administrator:
 Cindy Gibson
Financial Staff:
 Kristin Wruble
 Kelly Knapp
 Martha Jones
Facilities Staff:
 Tamera Ace
 Michael Repsher

Phone:   610-866-5661     
Email: office@centralmoravianchurch.org
Website:  www.centralmoravianchurch.org
facebook.com/centralmoravianchurch
youtube.com/c/CentralMoravianChurch
Office Hours:  8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Monday - Friday
          Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 p.m.
Pastoral Staff:
 Hopeton Clennon
 Jeffrey Gehris, Sr.
Music Staff:
 Rebecca Lepore
 Richard Miller
Head Sacristan:
 Tim Brady
Media Director:
 Will Schwab
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