
Worship in March
9 a.m. in the Chapel

10 a.m. Sunday School in the C. E. building
11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

March 5 - Second Sunday in Lent 
 Sermon: The Rev. Maggie Wellert

March 12 - Third Sunday in Lent 
 Sermon: Bishop Hopeton Clennon

March 19 - Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 Sermon: Bishop Hopeton Clennon

March 26 - Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 Sermon: Bishop Hopeton Clennon

New and Renewed Leadership

   Judy Williams joyfully shares with us some “wonderful 
news”! The Fair-Trade coffee and chocolate ministry will be 
returning soon with new leadership, and many of the same 
delicious products. We are extremely grateful to Central 
member Beth Davis for her great leadership during the past 
years. We look forward to enjoying this ministry again in the 
next few weeks. 
   The Annual Church Council of Central Moravian Church 
convened in the church sanctuary on Sunday, January 29, 
2023. We were called to order at 12:37 p.m. and adjourned 
at 1:37 p.m. We received reports for a wide range of boards, 
committees, and ministry and mission activities in the church 
and community. We also accepted the financial statement for 
2022 and approved the proposed budget for 2023.
   Four delegates were elected to represent Central Moravian 
Church at the provincial synod scheduled for June 22-25, 
2023, on the campus of Moravian University. They are: 
Karen Brady, Brenda Hoelman, Becky Lepore and Bob 
Wascura.
   Anne Zug was elected as an Elder and Jeff Biro was 
elected as a Trustee. Both terms are for three years with the 
option of serving a second consecutive term.
   The Joint Board met for a reorganization session on 
Sunday afternoon, February 5. The following officers were 
elected (or re-elected) to serve as leaders of the respective 
boards.
ELDERS
Vice President – Pam Larimer
Secretary – Kathy Williams

TRUSTEES
President – Mary Catherine Tachovsky
Vice President – Ann Raines
Secretary – Jeffrey Long
Treasurer – Jeff Mosebach

   Mary Catherine Tachovsky continues in her service as 
President of the Joint Board. Senior Pastor Hopeton Clennon 
serves as President of the Board of Elders and ex officio 
member of the Board of Trustees.

— Pastor Hopeton

Thank You for Thanking Us

   Shelia joins me in offering our heartfelt thanks for 
your kind words, generous gifts, and loving gestures 
in celebration of our ten years of service with the 
Central Moravian congregation. Both worship 
services on February 12th were as memorable 
as they were meaningful. Special thanks to the 
Children’s Choir, Sunday School teachers and 
Becky Lepore. Special thanks to Mary Catherine 
Tachovsky, Pam Larimer, Priscilla Schueck, Jeff 
Mosebach, the entire Joint Board and congregation 
for your warm embrace. The theme of love as 
expressed has truly been our lived experience. May 
God bless us all.

— Pastor Hopeton
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Drive-By Drop-Off Donations

   Volunteers will be at the Christian Education building  
parking lot off New Street on Sunday, March 5 from 8:30 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. to receive your donations of food, fall and  
winter clothing, diapers (newborn through adults) for Cynthia’s 
Boutique and plastics for the TREX challenge rain or shine, but 
not if Bethlehem is under a “snow emergency”.

   Food Pantry items appreciated include: flour, sugar, ground 
coffee, tea, canned fruits, canned vegetables and/or soups of all 
kinds, ketchup, pasta sauces, mustard, cake mixes, toilet paper, 
soap bars. Any other items you wish to donate. These items 
supplement the food received from Second Harvest. We all 
have been impacted by supply chain issues, and your donations 
are appreciated by the Food Pantry Clients and go a long way 
towards moving clients forward in combating Food Insecurity.

Lenten Dinners and Programs Continue

   March 1: After sharing a meal in the Christian Education 
building, lower level, we will learn from Br. Micah Sadigh. His 
topic is “Spirituality as A Source of Meaning and an Instrument 
for Healing.” His presentation will introduce the Cloud of 
Unknowing, contemplative prayer, the meaning of healing.

   March 8, 15, and 22 we will have various presenters, 
including Pastor Maggie Wellert. We will move into the meaning 
of Lent, the significance of prayer as part of our Lenten devotion, 
and share in some older prayer practices.

   We will experience the practice of contemplative prayer, as 
introduced by Brother Micah, and share in devotional ways of 
engaging with Scripture readings, either individually or in small 
groups. This will include guided imagery—imagining yourself in 
a story, and what you learn from that experience.

   We will also work with an African Bible Study method from 
the Anglican Church, a variation of the monastery practice of 
“lectio divina,” holy reading.

   On the last evening of the series, March 29, after we break bread 
together, we will close our time with a Contemplative Worship 
in the Old Chapel. Cars will be available to help you get from 
Nitschmann Hall to the Chapel, if that walk is too challenging.

   The invitation of “Create Deep in Me,” is to expand our heart 
relationship with God, to notice a closer connection, and share in 
God’s deepening Presence in life. Feel free to join us for any or 
all of these Midweek Lenten services.

Holy Week and Easter Worship

Sunday to Wednesday
April 2, 3, 4, 5
7 p.m. Readings for Holy Week

April 6 - Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. Readings for Holy Week & Communion

April 7 - Good Friday
10 a.m. - Holy Communion (Chapel)
2:15 p.m. - Crucifixion Service (Sanctuary)
7 p.m. - Seven Last Words (Chapel)

April 8 - Great Sabbath
3 p.m. - Lovefeast

April 9 - Easter Sunday
6 a.m. - Sunrise Service (We start in the Sanctuary 
and move to God’s Acre)
9 a.m. - Worship (Chapel)
11 a.m. - Worship (Sanctuary)

Children’s Sunday School

  We offer both in-person and online Sunday 
School options. In-person Sunday School class 
takes place at 10 a.m. on the lower level of our 
Christian Education building (40 W Church 
Street). If you are interested in enrolling your 
child/children in our Sunday School program, 
please contact Sunday School Superintendent, 
Faith Fiegel at faith.fiegel@gmail.com or
610-709-4627.

Friday Fun Night

   We invite our Pre-K - 6th grade students to join 
us for games, crafts, Bible study, food, and fun. 
Our Pre-K students are led by Faith Fiegel, and 
our K-6 students are led by Josh Follweiler. On 
March 17 from 6 - 8 p.m., we will meet in the 
Christian Education building, Nitschmann Hall. 
Please email Josh Follweiler, our FFN leader, 
follweilerj02@moravian.edu if your child plans to 
attend or if you have any questions.
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Ending of AmazonSmile
   We received notification of the ending of  
AmazonSmile by February 20, 2023. A portion  
of their letter is shown here.

   In 2013, we launched AmazonSmile to 
make it easier for customers to support 
their favorite charities. However, after 
almost a decade, the program has not 
grown to create the impact that we had 
originally hoped. With so many eligible 
organizations—more than 1 million 
globally—our ability to have an impact was 
often spread too thin. 

   We are writing to let you know that 
we plan to wind down AmazonSmile by 
February 20, 2023. We will continue to 
pursue and invest in other areas where 
we’ve seen we can make meaningful 
change—from building affordable housing 
to providing access to computer science 
education for students in underserved 
communities to using our logistics 
infrastructure and technology to assist 
broad communities impacted by natural 
disasters. 

   To help charities that have been a part 
of the AmazonSmile program with this 
transition, we will be providing them 
with a one-time donation equivalent to 
three months of what they earned in 2022 
through the program, and they will also be 
able to accrue additional donations until the 
program officially closes in February.

   Central Moravian Church appreciates the 
shopping and smiling that has been done in our 
name. We will notify you of other opportunities 
to shop and benefit Central.

Dreaming of a Green Lent...
   Lent is approaching, and many of us ‘of a certain age’ may 
remember ‘giving up something for Lent’…like chocolate, or 
certain TV shows, or fighting with our siblings. This year, the 
Care for Creation Committee has focused on plastic. It is eve-
rywhere! We continue to work on the TREX Plastic Recycling 
Challenge, but we wanted to do more. How can we encour-
age our families, our neighbors, etc. to reduce the amount of 
plastic that comes into our homes, reuse plastic items when 
possible, and recycle as much as we can, so that the amount 
going to landfills, our waterways and roadsides is negligible? 
Thus, our attempt to Give Up Plastic for Lent!! Unrealistic, 
you say? Maybe, but even small, individual efforts can make a 
difference over time. As A. J. Jacobs, a writer for the New York 
Times wrote recently in his article, Trying to live a day without 
plastic, “It’s not about perfection – it’s about progress:” “It’s 
not about plastic being the enemy. It’s about single-use as the 
enemy. It’s the culture of using something once and throwing it 
away.” We can all do better. So, Care for Creation is asking our 
congregation and friends to try.

   Each week during Lent, we will post several suggestions in 
Wednesday’s Constant Contact email, to help you reduce, reuse 
or recycle plastic. We ask that you select one or two ideas each 
week, and try to incorporate those ideas into your routine.

   We CAN be better stewards of the earth…one small step at a 
time. Let’s make this a Green Lent!

   Here are 5 ideas to get you started:

• Consider switching to detergent strips for doing the laundry. 
They’re packaged in cardboard boxes instead of large  
plastic jugs. They cut down on waste, plastic packaging 
and shipping costs. Many local stores (e.g. Giant,  
Wegmans, etc.) now carry these products. Or check out  
the Amazon or TruEarth websites.

• Switch from plastic bottles of liquid soap to bar soap. And 
consider trying shampoo in bars (like soap bars) rather 
than plastic bottles of shampoo.

• When you have a choice, select items in glass bottles rather 
than plastic (spaghetti sauce, jam, ketchup, mustard, etc.). 
And reuse those bottles when they’re empty  
(leftovers? Screws? Safety pins?)

• Try beeswax food wraps. They’re recyclable and biode-
gradable!

• Take your own mesh or net bags to the grocery for produce 
purchases.

Stewardship One-Liner
   
   God likes help when helping people. 

— Irish Proverb
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A Sacred Circle
   Just about four years ago a wondrous group of vol-
unteers from Central began meeting with me in the 
practice of Group Spiritual Direction. It was part of my 
Seminary training to complete a certificate in Spiritual 
Direction. We first met in February of 2020…we may 
have gotten in two meetings before the Covid shutdown 
prevented meeting in person.

   Of the original six members, three were willing to meet 
with me via Zoom. We met monthly for about an hour 
and a half. The only instructions for our time together 
were simple: no analyzing, fixing, judging or recom-
mending. This is a spiritual practice of holy listening.

   Four years later, the four of us are still meeting,  
on Zoom, the second Friday of each month, from  
3:30 - 5:00 p.m. Our commitment to one another is  
show up, listen, reflect, and pray for each other between 
gatherings.

   “Our group is a place where I feel safe & welcome 
to be myself - who I am & speak the way I feel. It has 
enabled me to learn to try to forgive those who don’t 
treat me with value & respect, thus enabling me to be a 
better Christian & to practice God’s will here on earth. I 
try to spread his love to others & enjoy doing it.”

   Each person has time to share something that is 
stirring in their own heart, whether it be simple, 
profound, upsetting, or filled with joy. We reflect on the 
work of God, or the presence of the Spirit, in the words 
we’ve heard. We often have to remind ourselves, “no 
fixing!” Some stories stir up lots of laughter. Others 
bring tears. Always, we build up this tiny community of 
four sisters and brothers, seeking to know one another 
more deeply, and share in the beauty of being siblings…
family…centered in the presence of the Christ.

   When we met that very first 
time, I asked folks what their 
hopes were. The answer: to 
practice faith more deeply, 
knowing church family be-
yond superficial conversation, 
delving more fully into the 
struggle of following Jesus—
doing that hard work together.

   “It’s a place where I can come just as I am, share 
honestly where I’m at and what I am feeling without it 
being shared elsewhere, and not be told what I should 
be doing, and yet receive loving support.”

   Sometimes the church calls this Small Group Ministry. My 
heart calls it Sacred Circle, holy listening in a holy space, 
growing in Love for God and Love for Neighbor.

   Borrowing from a childhood hymn, another group member 
shared: “Through the joys and terrors of life as it is, not as it 
might be, or should be, this group gives me a solid grounding 
in life as I live it, knowing that there are folk just like me. Other 
folks that are struggling to be saints of God, just like me.”

   Our Moravian heritage is grounded in group conversation, 
study, and prayer, as experienced in the Choirs of the 18th 
century. Those of us engaged in this “holy listening and 
reflecting” are grateful to share in a 21st century expression.

   If you’d like to know more, or would be interesting in 
exploring forming a Sacred Circle, please reach out to Pastor 
Maggie at maggie@centralmoravianchurch.org.

Kitchen Coordinator Needed for Central 
Bethlehem Emergency Shelter Nights

   Rose Warner is retiring from her dinner planning and 
cooking duties for Central’s nights at the Bethlehem 
Emergency Shelter at the end of this shelter season! We are 
looking for someone to fill this position for next fall - or for 
groups who would like to cook for a single month. We cook 
dinner on the third Saturday of the month from November 
thru April. Typically we are cooking for about 25 the first 
month, and close to 70 for the rest of the season. Rose is 
happy to provide menus and other information for anyone 
wanting to take on this effort. I am happy to do the shopping 
for this - and help coordinate cooking efforts. Alternatively, 
if someone would prefer to take care of finding volunteers, 
I can try to take over for Rose. If you’d like to see what we 
do before committing, we will be cooking on March 18th and 
April 15th. If you are interested, please contact Janice Ostock 
at 610-984-7502 or janice.ostock@gmail.com.

   Rose has contributed her time and energies in service to 
the BES program for over 12 years. She started with Mon-
day nights at the Women’s Shelter at Christ UCC, cooking 
at Christ UCC’s Saturday noontime hot lunch program, then 
hosting all the years at Central’s Women’s shelter, and finally 
cooking and otherwise assisting at the BES consolidated pro-
gram. Thank you Rose for all your effort through the years 
and for being such a comfort to our guests!

— Janice Ostock
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Special March Offering Envelopes

   Moravian Unity Offering (March 5): This year, 
Moravians across the world will join together to 
support a new worldwide effort to develop a Moravian 
Unity Disaster Relief Fund. Established at the 2016 
Unity Synod (and delayed in rollout due to Covid), 
this offering is designed to kickstart the fundraising 
efforts for this important fund. The purpose is to be 
able to respond quickly to disasters around the Unity 
with funds that are available for speedy disbursement. 
The goal to start is $500,000. Please submit gifts 
through your local congregation, directly to the 
Northern Province, or through the MMFA Giving 
Portal: https://www.mmfa.com/giving-portal/

   Sikonge Partnership (March 26): Central 
Moravian Church has been in partnership with 
the Sikonge Moravian Church in Tanzania since 
1991. Our first efforts were to help build a new 
church for the community. Over the years, we have 
assisted in a number of other construction projects. 
Contributions from Central have helped dig wells, 
build churches, while providing clothing, school fees, 
books, desks, and supplies for children, equipment 
for the handicapped, assistance for retired Moravian 
pastors, bikes for evangelists, and Bibles for church 
schools. Your financial gifts will help to continue this 
work. We continue to seek the guidance of Bill and 
Peg Hoffman, so that our contributions may be used 
effectively.

World Heritage Nomination

   As many of you are aware, the United States 
Department of the Interior has named Historic 
Moravian Bethlehem as its 2023 nominee for World 
Heritage status. We still have several stages remaining 
in this process moving toward designation as a single 
multi-country historic Moravian Church Settlement 
site, along with Gracehill (Northern Ireland, United 
Kingdom) and Herrnhut (Germany), and joining 
Christiansfeld (Denmark). Special thanks to Charlene 
Donchez Mowers for her tireless efforts for over 
two decades, and to Hank Barnette, Mayor Robert 
Donchez, and Mayor J. William Reynolds for their 
effective leadership. Pastor Hopeton has been serving 
on the Bethlehem World Heritage Commission since 
its inception in 2017. It should be noted that the 
earliest timeline for inscription as a World Heritage 
Site is 2024.

Attic Treasures for Busy Workers’ Sale

   It’s Spring-Cleaning time, and Busy Workers will 
help you to clean out your attic, closets, garage, and 
GARDEN!

   If you have household items (books, toys, games,
records, DVDs, Legos, kitchen utensils, pottery, china, 
garden equipment, glassware, sports equipment, small
furniture items, lamps, jewelry, linens, knick-knacks, 
holiday decorations, etc.) that are still in good 
condition but that you no longer need or want, please, 
consider donating them to the Busy Workers for our 
annual Plant and Attic Treasures Sale, scheduled for 
Saturday, May 13th from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, 
May 14th  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. We cannot take clothing, 
electronics, stuffed animals or large furniture. The 
sale will be held in the Christian Education building 
(Plants will be sold outside the C. E. kitchen.).

   Your donated attic treasures may be brought to the 
C. E. building (lower level, NW corner room) on the 
dates below. If you have a question about an item you 
wish to donate, please contact Jacqueline Adams at 
610-867-7463.

Sunday, April 23rd 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 25th 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 27th 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 30th 10:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 2nd 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 4th 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
LAST DAY FOR DROP-OFF

   If you are digging and dividing plants in your 
garden this spring and would like to donate some of 
your extra plants, the Busy Workers would be more 
than happy to accept them: hostas, peonies, irises, 
coneflowers, hellebores, bulbs, raspberry bushes, 
ferns, shrubs, etc. The best time to drop them off 
would be May 12th at the C. E. building. If you have 
any questions about plants, please call Joan Carson at 
610-346-8012.
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Musical Notes 
Rebecca Lepore, Minister of Music
becky@centralmoravianchurch.org

QR Code for the 
Central Moravian 

Church Music Webpage

   
   The Chapel Choir and the Church Choir – The 
Chapel Choir, under the direction of Richard Miller, 
rehearses several times per month on Thursday evenings 
at 6 p.m. in the Old Chapel, and the Church Choir 
rehearses every Thursday evening at 7 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary balcony. Please contact Richard Miller or 
Becky Lepore if you are interested in singing.

   Central Brass Ensemble – If you are interested 
in playing with the Central Brass Ensemble on 
Sunday, March 12, please contact Caitlin Heckman at 
caitlin.g.heckman@gmail.com for further information.

   Congratulations to Domenic Salerni, a friend of 
our congregation and music program, and to his string 
quartet, Attacca Quartet on their Grammy Award for 
Best Chamber Music/Small Ensemble Performance! 
Domenic is a violinist who has performed twice in 
our Chamber Music in the Old Chapel concert series, 
most recently in January 2022. Domenic was also the 
violinist for our Christmas Eve at Central Moravian 
Church CD that was recorded in 2005 when he was a 
student at Liberty High School. We are so happy for 
you, Domenic!!

   Music Committee Meeting – Tuesday, March 7th at 
6 p.m. via Zoom

a church mouse report

hello
and greetings
and gods earth has many mountains
and the highest is mt everest in asia at 29035 feet
and the highest in europe is mt elbrus in russia
and the highest in africa is mt kilimanjaro in tanzania
and the highest in the alps range across europe is mt blanc
and there are many other famous mountains around the world
and i am sure each has a glorious story to tell
and some like mt vesuvius have tragic stories
and each probably has a famous climber with a story to tell
and the bible has about 25 mountains or mounts mentioned
and most of these are located in isreal
and some are not much more than hills
and yet each is part of a biblical story
and some have familiar names like mt carmel and mt sion
and mt gilead and mt lebanon and mt sanai in egypt
and each of these has a story and a story teller
and jeruselem is in the judean mountains at 2500 feet
and across the kidron valley is the mt of olives
and bethlehem is located in the judean mountains
and out of thee shall come a ruler – matthew 2:1
and the most famous teacher
and preacher of parables
and his name shall be called wonderful counselor
and the mighty god the everlasting father
and the prince of peace
and we call him jesus
and he loves you
and so do i

Green Weekly Texts for March

• When shopping for groceries, try to buy local and 
organic! www.buylocalglv.org/local-food-map

• Divest from fossil fuels. If you have a financial advisor, 
ask him/her to provide information about ESG funds 
(environmental, social, governance) that invest in ‘green’ 
and socially responsible businesses.

• Buying a new computer? Upgrade to a ‘green’ computer 
with an Energy Star label. Donate your old computer. 
Search online for local organizations, schools, etc. that 
will accept donated computers.

• Doing some spring cleaning in your house/attic/
basement/garage? Consider donating items that are still 
in good shape to the Busy Workers for their spring Plant 
& Attic Treasures Sale. Check The Belfry & Constant 
Contact for collection dates.

Chapel Choir

   The Chapel Choir has open chairs in all sections, 
particularly the bass section. If you enjoy singing and 
have been putting off making a decision about singing 
with a choir, wait no longer! You are needed now! 
Consider singing with the Chapel Choir the glorious 
music of Palm Sunday and Easter. For more details, 
please contact Richard Miller, Chapel Choir director 
and Old Chapel organist, at richardtmii@aol.com or 
484-747-3240.
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 Will Schwab

The Belfry Deadline
Articles for the April Belfry are due 
by March 6

March Birthdays

13 Dale Browder
13 Terri Lee Nasatka
13 Jennifer Heil
13 Jordan Achey
14 Anna Kodama
14 William McKay
15 Ingeborg Mackow
15 Sandy Griffis
15 Barbara McEvoy
16 Dawn Ketterman-Benner
16 Nancy Beitel-Vessels
16 Don Jean
16 Janet Grosset
16 James Freund
17 David Williams
18 Bruce Seidel
18 Charlotte Sacks
18 Spencer Schlack
18 Devon Schlack
19 Shelly Watson
19 Dawn White
19 Kecia Smith
20 Paula Ballard
20 Renee Roberts
20 Michael Reifinger
20 Nate Bissey

1 Laurence Fishler
2 Jeanette Long
3 Tammy Hilt
3 Chloe Eckhart
3 Vivienne O’Connor
5 Deborah VanHorn
5 Diane Kessler
5 Rebecca Hummel
6 Ursula Hoffmann
6 Jeffrey Kostenbader
6 Nan Frantz
7 Althea Sell
7 Kathleen Stehly
8 Jan Christensen
8 Rob Phillips
8 Brian Naisby
9 Robbie Williamson
9 Jo Ann Haines
9 Jeff Griffis
9 Todd Silvius
9 Cole Frank
10 Linda McCarthy
11 Jane Tegyi
11 Howard Freed
13 Barry Kessler
13 Beth Boyer

21 Lois Mast
22 Kathleen Frank
22 Zachary Thomas
23 Missy Farinhas
24 June Robinson
24 Donald Pharo
24 Trisha Bray
24 Liam Brolly
25 Margaret Rowland
25 Hopeton Clennon
25 Cindy Reichert
26 Anne Zug
26 Royce Prichett
26 Losian Fontanez
27 Louis Viruet
28 Wayne Achey
29 Margaret Snyder
29 Frank Shipman III
30 AnneMarie Whildin
30 Rosi McIlwain
30 Robert Rice
30 Terry Worrich
30 Michael Krem
31 Debra Nyby
31 Brett Seruga
31 Ronan Kane

Church Journal

Baptism
January 29 - Caden Charles Bach

In Memoriam
February 7 - John C. Lychak

Central Moravian Church
73 West Church Street
Bethlehem PA 18018-5821
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